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Please vote for Enhanced FMAP and provide services for People with Disabilities.  Letter attached.

Thank you.

Respectfully,
Monday, July 26, 2010
To The Honorable

United States Senator for Maine

	Olympia J. Snowe

154 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510


Dear Senator Snowe:

Greetings as we celebrate the Americans with Disability Act signing twenty years ago today.  Many eloquent words will be spoken today and I have noticed that you co-sponsored the Senate Resolution in recognition of this historic occasion.

The Enhanced Federal Medicaid Assistance Percentage FMAP is necessary in most every state in the United States to meet the needs of People With Disabilities.  The National Governors Association and the National State Legislators Association is preparing in person to present a united message to the Senate this week. The Enhanced FMAP quite possibly may be placed by Senate Amendment into a Bill before the Senate for consideration this week.  
People with Disabilities need supports to live in the Community and to live at home with their loved ones.  This is a simple fact of life.  

Segregation of people is against the law.  The Institutional Bias is still law in Social Security Title XIX, however, and because this is so, States are permitted to consider providing Home and Community Based services “Optional”. In difficult budget times States can choose to cut and eliminate “optional” services while complying with the federally “mandated” funded services of Nursing Homes and Institutional care.  Right now, without the Enhanced FMAP funding, most of our states will choose to cut or eliminate Home and Community Based Services (HCBS).  Many People with Disabilities now living in a Nursing Home or Institution whose whole heart desires to live in the Community will learn that they cannot come out this entire fiscal year by utilizing HCBS services.  HCBS costs roughly one third—to, in some cases, one half the tax dollars that are required to segregate a person with a Nursing Facility Level of Care into a Nursing Facility.  
Please vote for the Enhanced FMAP and promote such a vote among your colleagues.  Your leadership is needed to secure for People with Disabilities the rights and privileges that so many Americans take for granted like getting out of bed or sharing an ice cream cone with a friend.  The Americans With Disability Act was written to promise People with Disabilities we are equal in the eyes of the law.  People need to see us living in the community to understand this.
Your consideration of this serious funding need as a member of the Senate Committee on Finance at this time is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,

